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Synopsis 

The Last Straw: The most fun you can have while saving the planet. 

Charene Harris Just Dance Studio, in collaboration with Jen Bryson Moorcroft Theatre, presents ‘The Last 

Straw’ – a fantastical, environmental dance musical experience suitable for the whole family! Premiering 

at the Alexander Playhouse from 6 – 8 September, including Friday and Saturday matinee performances, 

this show delivers zany comedy, spectacular dancing, classic musical theatre drama and an environmental 

theme, particularly relevant in 2018. 

The story follows the creatures of the pristine planet of Ultramarine (think fish, crabs, dolphins and 

mermaids) as they encounter a strange new species – Humans. While everyone is enchanted by these 

coffee-guzzling and plastic-spewing beings, only the wise mermaid-priestess, Maya, offers a warning – 

these visitors’ gifts hold a hidden trap! With the Intergalactic Surf-Off Contest about to begin, the pristine 

planet of Ultramarine isn’t looking so squeaky clean anymore –  and Plasticide the Destroyer is on the 

loose… 

The Last Straw is written by Jen Bryson Moorcroft and co-directed by Jen and Charene Harris, who is also 

the principal choreographer. Musical direction is by Anne McLaren. The show stars Tanille Jansen and 

Cebo Ndzimela in the leading roles, ably supported by a cast of talented and versatile performers from 

Charene Harris Just Dance Studio. Innovative set designs and costumes have been used, turning trash into 

art for the show, in order to further highlight the eco-friendly message. 
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CHARACTERS 

 

THE CREATURES 

1. Maya:   

Maya is the protagonist of the play. She/he is a wise a merperson - a prophet of the planet of Ultramarine. 

This character is strong and confident but also very protective and nurturing of the other creatures on 

Ultramarine. S/he is mysterious and rather magical. (S/he could be performed as a mermaid, even a 

Rastafarian mermaid). 

2. Camkatcha – King Crab  (Creature 1): 

Camkatcha is king (or queen) of Ultramarine – a sea creature. He/she is a strong leader, passionate and 

loyal but also easy influenced by popular opinion and new things. 

3. Noo  (Creature 2): 

Noo is magical sea creature from the world of Ultramarine. She is gentle, friendly and curious.  

4. Puffin (Creature 3): 

Puffin is a kind and quite nervous creature of Ultramarine. 

5. Finny (Creature 4): 

Finny is one of the young, kind creatures of Ultramarine. 

6. Zozo (Creature 5): 

Zozo is a colourful and fun creature on Ultramarine. 

  

THE HUMANS 

7. President Sarah / Simon (Human 1): 

Leader of the escaped humans. President Sarah/Simon wants to hide why she/he has brought the humans 

to Ultramarine. She/he is charming, evasive and very materialistic – a bit of a flake and very pushy. 

8. Executive (Human 2): 

Mean, bossy, fancy and materialistic. 

9. Tech-Geek (Human 3): 

Snooty and obsessed with technology. 

10. Kid (Human 4): 

Bratty and a bossy younger human who likes causing trouble. 
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THE MONSTER 

11. Plasticide – the Destroyer 

Plasticide is the monster that is born out of the humans’ rubbish. It is sarcastic, ferocious and aggressive 

– with a loud booming voice and a dominating personality that tramples everything in its path. A very 

dramatic part. 

 

THE SURFERS 

12. Surfer Dude/Girl 

Surfer Dude/Girl is chilled and easy-going, with a South African flavour. He/she is one of the contestants 

in the Intergalactic Surf-Off. 

13. Surfer Dude/Girl 2 

Surfer Dude/Girl is chilled and easy-going, with a South African flavour. He/she is one of the contestants 

in the Intergalactic Surf-Off. 

14. Surfer Dude/Girl 3 

Surfer Dude/Girl is chilled and easy-going, with a South African flavour. He/she is one of the contestants 

in the Intergalactic Surf-Off. 

 

Other creatures, humans, and monsters (acting but not speaking parts). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Act 1 

SCENE 1 – ULTRAMARINE 

Maya: (Poetically, to the rhythms of the song) 

There is planet not far from yours – just a hop, skip and a jump to the next galaxy. It is known as 

Ultramarine – the Water Planet. 

The Planet of Ultramarine is aquamarine from pole to pole, sapphire from east to west, turquoise from 

sea to sky. It is a beautiful place to live. 

(BABA YETU starts softly in the background) 

The waves come in, and the waves go out – and the sun sparkles on the surface of the deep. Nature 

flourishes under the face of the sun. The sun heats the waters –  and the waters explode with life. (Wait 

for chorus before continuing…) 

MUSICAL ITEM 1: BABA YETHU  (DANCE AND SPOKEN WORD POETRY) 

This is danced with performance poetry (as below) with dancers as the water, the waves, the nature and 

animals – building up to a glorious climax – beautiful and in harmony. 

Maya: (With music and dancing) Ultramarine’s blue halls are filled with magical creatures of intricate 

designs. Underwater flowers and thick trees grow luxuriously beneath the waves. Fish parade among the 

rock pools and merpeople make their homes in the depths of glittering caves. (Maya waits for chorus x2 

before continuing). 

There is harmony on the planet of Ultramarine – and nature teemed with peace  and prosperity. From 

sea to shore – every plant and creature knew its place, knew its role – knew its home.  

One respected the other – one relied on the other – one supported the other – and everyone fitted into 

the sublime design – the dancer woven into the dance – the story and the storyteller – the mystic and the 

mystery. It had been this way for a thousand years – and nothing could change it… Or so we thought…. 

(+_1:45 minutes into song – dance with waves, animals, plants, nature in harmony and prosperity. Flourish 

and end.) 

 

 


